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Determine whether students are college-and-career ready or “on track” 

 Provide tools to assess student learning and support instruction during the 
school year

 Report growth in performance as well as absolute achievement

 Report comparable results across schools, districts, and member states

Generate valid and reliable information to drive instruction and 
accountability decisions

Use technology for a range of purposes including increasing student 
access, providing accommodations, engaging students, and creating 
efficiencies in administration, scoring, and reporting

What are the primary objectives of the 
PARCC Assessment System?



PARCC 2015 vs. PARCC 2016

2015:
• 5 million students
• 12 states
• Two testing windows

2016: 
• 90 minute reduction in 

testing time
• One testing window 



What Parents Should Know About PARCC  

 The PARCC tests replace the old state tests. They measure how well students 
are performing against the new state standards that guide math and English 
language arts instruction. 

 The PARCC tests move away from multiple choice questions to ones that allow 
students to demonstrate a real understanding of what they know and can do 
by writing essays, solving real world problems, and reading and analyzing 
complex text—all critical skills in the real-world. 

 The PARCC tests are only one of several measures, including report card 
grades and in-class performance, that are used to determine a student's 
academic achievement. They do not impact a student’s GPA.

 The score reports are a valuable tool for parents and teachers. The report 
provides a deeper level of information that can be used to better understand 
where students are doing well and where they need additional support. 



Your child’s score may look lower this year because the tests 
measured more complex skills. A low score does not mean your 
child did not improve or learned less; instead, it means that the 
expectations have been raised for students. 

 The first year’s scores are a new baseline from which to progress 
from and measure against moving forward. 

 It will take time. While teachers have been gearing up for the new 
standards for almost four years, the tests are new and they ask 
questions in different ways and require students to show their work. 
Just as what happens with new standardized tests, scores will start 
to improve as teachers and students become more familiar with the 
standards and acquire the skills and knowledge to meet them. 

What Parents Should Know About PARCC  



PARCC Performance Levels

PARCC uses FIVE performance levels that delineate 

the knowledge, skills, and practices students are able 

to demonstrate:

Level 1:

Did Not Yet 

Meet 

Expectations

Level 2:

Partially Met 

Expectations

Level 3:

Approached 

Expectations

Level 4:

Met 

Expectations

Level 5:

Exceeded 

Expectations



Individual Student Report: Math

Sample Math Report 
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Score Reports
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Sample English Language Arts Report
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How You Can Support Your Child
Read both fiction and non-fiction aloud or with your 

child. Look for subjects of interest – from sports heroes to 
dinosaurs. 

Discuss and “do” real life math with your child. 

Discuss the new tests with your child. Make sure he/she is 
not scared or anxious going into the new tests.

Explain to your child that the tests will initially be more 
challenging. Tell your child to do his/her best on the test 
and that you are there to help every step of the way.

After the test, review the results with your child. Bring the 
teacher into the discussion as needed.

Provide a quiet, comfortable place for studying at home 



Parental Resources: Understandthescore.org

UnderstandTheScore.org
UnderstandTheScore.org


Understanding The PARCC Score Report

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67G12fhSXmA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67G12fhSXmA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67G12fhSXmA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67G12fhSXmA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67G12fhSXmA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67G12fhSXmA&feature=youtu.be


Parental Resources: Skill Builder 

bealearninghero.com
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Parental Resources: The School Website



Score Reports

• All parents in attendance will receive a copy 
of their child’s score report.

• All other reports will be mailed home when 
the district receives the individual score 
reports from the NJDOE on or before 
December 14th



Questions & Discussion


